



Bissell Centre 
10527 96 St. (780) 423-2285 

Sundays, Noon - 1:30 p.m., sandwiches and snacks 
after church service 

Monday to Thursday, 10:30 a.m., sandwiches 
Tuesdays and Fridays, Noon — hot lunch for women 
Fridays, 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 
12116 102 Ave. (780) 488-1118 
5:30 p.m., meal every third Saturday of the month 


Herb Jamieson Centre 

10014 105A Ave. (780) 429-3470 

Only for men who are not on assistance. If on assis- 
tance, they must get permission form their worker 
Monday to Friday — 7 to 7:45 breakfast 

Noon to 12:45 p.m. lunch 

5 to 5:45 p.m. supper 

11 to 11:45 a.m. brunch 

4 to 4:45 p.m. supper 


Weekends 


Edmonton Inner City Victory Church 
10665 98 St. 
Fridays, 7 to 8 meal 


House of Refuge Mission 
10339 95 St. 
Daily 8 p.m. meal 


J-Jireh Mission Soup Kitchen — East 
11905 82 St. (780) 489-9138 
Wednesdays and Sundays, 4 p.m. meal 


J-Jireh Mission Soup Kitchen — West 
10137 150 St. (780) 489-9138 
Thursdays, 4 p.m. meal 

Sundays, 10 a.m. meal 


Lighthouse Ministries 
3010 119 Ave. 
423-1277 or 474-8086 
Wednesdays and Sundays 
1 p.m. and 7 p.m. meal 
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Marian Centre 


10528 98 St. (780) 424-3544 

Daily except Wednesday 

Noon to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed from the 27th of each month, to re-open the 
first of next month 


Mustard Seed 

10636 96 St. (780) 426-5600 
Monday to Friday, 7 to 8 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Besa Friendshi 

9526 106 Ave. (780) 429-2626 

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. breakfast 

Monday to Sunday, Noon lunch 
5 p.m. supper for seniors 55 
and over only 


Red Road Healing Societ' 

4225 118 Ave. (780) 471-3220 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5 p.m. meal 
Fridays, Noon to 1 p.m. soup and bannock 


River of Life Church 

11368 95 St. (780) 479-6762 

eas and Fridays, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
unc 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 123 St (780) 482-1587 
Second Saturday of each month, 5 p.m. meal 


Sai Sadan 

9619 101 Ave. upstairs 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m. meal 
Salvation Arm 


9620 101A Ive (780) 242-9222 
Fridays, 7:30 a.m. breakfast 


St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

9606 110 Ave. (780) 426-1122 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
7 to 9 a.m. breakfast 





St. Faith’s Anglican 

11725 93 St., parish hall (780) 477-5931 
Thursdays, 12730 p.m. soup 

Saturdays, 8:30 to 10 a.m. breakfast 

Third Friday of the month, 7:00 p.m. supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411 Fort Road 
Monday, 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre 
9611 101A Ave. (780) 423-5302 


Meals for women staying at the shelter. If not, a 


bag lunch is given. 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11610 95A St. 

Worship Services, LOAM & 6PM Sunday 
Mondays, 6:15 Youth Gym Night 
Thursdays, 6:15 Soup & Study — Free! 
Info: Pete Wright — 479-1860 
www.orcurc.org 


B's Diner 
100 Street and Whyte Avenue 
meals, Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m. 


Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre 
15210 Stony Plain Rd. 
meals - Mondays, 7 to 8 p.m. 


Free soup, sandwich and other food items at: 
One Accord Bible Fellowship Baptist Church 
10802 93 St. 

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

425-6310 or 710-6311 
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the re-opened Hope Mission warming cen- 
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The views presented in this publication are 
those of the writers. 


Letter to the 
Editor: 


“T have been living on the streets for 24 years. 
I see many crazy things, but the strangest thing 
I ever saw is the people telling me to get a job 
when I am selling papers. This is my job. I 
make a living off the paper, selling once a week 
on Saturdays. I have respect for this paper. It 
speaks the truth.” 

- Len Martial 
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City’s homeless 


treated like vermin 


By Linda Dumont 


Homelessness in Edmonton can no longer be 
ignored, and rather than moving homeless people 
from place to place as soon as they become too 
visible, our governments needs to make some 
provision for the homeless people in our city. 
There was a full page story in the Edmonton Sun 
following the homeless sleepover on the lawns of 
City Hall May 1 to 3, and the focus of the article 
was not on the plight of people who have 
nowhere to live and no provision for their basic 
human needs, but rather on how unsightly it is 
to have human feces on the lawns. 

Prior to his election, Mayor Mandel was at a 
candidate’s forum on homelessness at Sacred 
Heart School, where I asked about public wash- 
rooms, and he was the only candidate who 
replied. He said, “Definitely, we need to have 
public washrooms.” But as his term in office 
comes to a close, we have yet to see even one 
washroom that is open to the public overnight. 
We provide our pets with litter boxes, and we 
diaper our babies, but ignore the needs of our 
adult homeless population. 

And just where are they supposed to live - I 
use the word live in the sense that they are alive 
and in our midst. The police break up camps and 
remove homeless people from the river valley 
and any other place where they become visible, 
but the same people just have to move to some 
less obvious place to sleep. One woman told me 
she spent the night under a parked truck - a bit 
risky if the driver decides to go on a middle of 
the night run. 

Homeless people on Whyte Avenue are still 
being relocated to the downtown core where the 
majority of shelters and agencies that serve 
homeless people are located. Moving people 
from one area to another in the city may make 
the residents of Old Strathcona or some other 
area feel better, but there are simply not enough 
shelter beds to accommodate all of the homeless 
downtown. And people, even without homes, 
still have basic human rights, among them the 


right to live where 
they choose to 
live, and to travel 
freely from one 
area of the city to 
another without 
having a police 
escort back down- 
town. 

Even in the inner city they are not wanted. 

On May 21, Pedro Schultz went with cereal and 
juice to take breakfast to the group of homeless 
people camped behind the Bissell Centre, and 
ran into four policemen ordering them to move 
along. The police said they had been given an 
order from the premier to clear the field since the 
land behind the Bissell is provincial land. One of 
the guys with a tent up was told he would be 
given a ticket if he didn’t remove it. The police 
left before the media arrived. 

Later the same day, Schultz got a call from 
the Bissell Centre that the police had returned. 
When he drove up on the lawn beside the police 
van, his car skidded on the grass, knocked 
down a small tree and hit a police officer. Schultz 
said the policeman did not appear to be hurt, but 
Schultz has been charged with using his car as 
a weapon. He is currently out on bail, but can't 
go near the Bissell or drive his car. 

In countries where there are masses of 
homeless people following wars or acts of nature, 
they have refugee camps. Maybe the idea of 
designating areas of the city for homeless people 
to sleep, and to provide them with washroom 
amenities at these spots is not too far-fetched. It’s 
certainly preferable to the present “out of sight, 
out of mind” attitude. But it is also disgraceful. 

We are not a Third World country, and Alberta 
is booming and boasting a surplus of wealth. All 
that is missing is the will to act. 

Schultz said he had sent a telegram May 1 
to the mayor, the premier and the prime minister 
asking when and how they are going to deal with 
the homeles. The premier sent a list of new housing. 





Pedro’s News and Views 


By Pedro Schultz 


Let those of us who consider the Bible as our 
constitution follow the example of Jesus and the 
early church by considering that we are only 
stewards of all that we have, and so share what 
we have with those less fortunate. 

Do we really believe God is happy that we 
have spent many millions of dollars on church 
buildings while neglecting the poor? I appreciate 
those who have helped the homeless with blan- 
kets, plastic for shelter from the rain, food and 
drinks. I am also thankful that our mayor and 
council re-opened over 200 beds for a month at 
Hope Mission. Please allow homeless people to 
set up tents or sleep outside somewhere. Many 
are working and homeless. 

It is disgraceful that we Albertans are actually 
in the highest 10 per cent standard of living in 
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the world, yet we have over 2,500 absolutely 
homeless people just in Edmonton. What shall 
we do about them? Since housing is the provin- 
cial government's responsibility, let us make 
sure it utilizes both short-term and long-term 
solutions to this crisis. 

Short term - provide land with toilets and 
other facilities in the downtown core and other 
areas of the city for those who are completely 
homeless. Also provide shelter for when it is cold 
or raining. 

Long term - Provide incentives and oppor- 
tunities for the homeless to get into residences 
they can afford. What is stopping the province 
from buying or building over 1,000 residences 
for those that need them and charging them a 
rent they can afford, or letting them work for 
their lodging? 


psy 
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Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
continues aid for immigrants 


By Lindsay Clermont 


Immigrant families are among the poorest in 
Canada, according to a 2001 Canadian census. Six 
years later not much has changed, particularly for 
new Edmontonians. 

“We've seen a shift in who is the poor in 
Canada,” said Barbara Leung, director of com- 
munity programs for Alberta Advanced Education 
and Technology. 

Leung was one of two guest speakers at an 
open forum held on April 25 at the Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers (EMCN). The 
conference was designed to gather information 
and feedback for EMCN to continue their efforts 
in helping immigrants and their families in 
Edmonton. 

The panel also spoke of the continuous 
increase of immigrants becoming the poor - in 
the last 20 years the poverty level of immigrants 
in Canada has grown by 10 per cent. The poverty 
rate is also greater for those who have more 
recently arrived in Canada. 

Leung added that Canadian immigrants who 
have been here less than 10 years had a low- 
income rate of 35 per cent, nearly twice that of the 
overall rate. As well, the direst instances of 
immigrant poverty occur in Edmonton, Calgary 
and Toronto. 

Stresses are also great among families in 
poverty. Parents working two or more jobs can 
have negative consequences on children due to a 
lack of supervision and support, Leung said. 

Edmonton, as one of the richest provinces in 
Canada, has a very high level of poverty, with 
immigrant poverty peaking to 41 per cent in 2004. 
But this is where EMCN steps in. 


“EMCN has been the place where some of the 
most significant new approaches to supporting 
newcomers to make a successful start in Canada 
have been developed and have proven them- 
selves,” said Dr. Ron Dyck in a 2005-2006 EMCN 
community report. 

Established in 1981, EMCN began by offering 
English courses and services to Vietnamese 
refugees arriving in Edmonton. Over the last 26 
years EMCN has continued to offer support and 
aid for immigrants through English language 
services for parents and seniors, housing services, 
community development and heath and wellness 
programs. 

Student counselling through EMCN is offered 
to those attending Queen Elizabeth High School 
and Sifton Elementary School. Trauma coun- 
selling is also offered through the centre itself for 
immigrant youth and children who are looking 
for psychological support in dealing with trauma 
and loss as a result of refugee experiences or 
while adjusting to life in Canada. 

EMCN goes above and beyond the call of 
duty by offering independent transitional housing 
for immigrants and refugees who are having 
difficulties with Edmonton’s housing market or 
who cannot afford a place of their own. Trinity 
Manor is located at 107 Avenue and 101 Street, 
next door to EMCN. Forty units are available, 
with half reserved for up to one year of residency 
and the other half for long-term rentals. Monthly 
rent is $500 plus a security deposit of the same 
amount. 

On-site counsellors, youth workers, com- 
munity liaison/support workers, and some 
childcare needs are readily available. Tenants will 
also be able to work with EMCN staff to find 


EMCN Information 


A brief look at some courses offered by EMCN: 


ESL courses: 

- Literacy classes: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the Edmonton 
Vietnamese-Chinese Seniors Society 

# 306, 10603 107 Ave. Classes meet in the fall, 
winter and spring sessions. 


- Conversation: Monday to Thursday 9:30 - 
11:30 a.m. or Monday to Thursday 1 - 3 p.m. 
Landed immigrants and Canadian citizens: 
$55 

Visa students and visitors: $200 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:15 - 8:45 p.m. 
Landed immigrants and Canadian citizens: 
$40 

Visa students and visitors: $130 


- Reading, Writing and Grammar: Tuesdays 


and Thursdays 1 - 3:30 p.m. or Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 6:15 - 8:45 p.m. 

Landed immigrants and Canadian citizens 
$65 

Visa students and visitors $200 


Programs and services are offered at these 
three locations: 

Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
#101, 10010 - 107 A Avenue 

phone: (780) 424 -7709 

fax: (780) 424 - 7736 


EMCN at The Path to Employment 
10209 - 97 Street 

phone: (780) 421 - 7400 

fax: (780) 428 - 4252 


EMCN at Millwoods Welcome Centre 
#335, Tower IL, Millbourne Market Mall (38 
Avenue and Millwoods Road) = =—— 
phone: (780) 462-6924 

fax: (780) 466 -6594 





permanent housing for the forthcoming year. 

EMCN also offers an institution which pro- 
vides counselling services for refugees and 
immigrants with past traumatic experiences that 
are still causing them significant distress and 
emotional problems. The Edmonton Centre for 
Survivors of Torture and Trauma is one of only 
three services in Canada to offer such support 
programs. 

Along with numerous individual and cor- 
porate donations, EMCN is both federally and 
provincially funded through the Alberta Enhanced 
Language Training program. 

For a more complete and thorough list of 
programs, services, and information for immi- 
grants and refugees, visit the Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers website at 
www.emcn.ab.ca or call 780-424-7709. 


Edmonton looks to secondary suites as affordable 
housing option: Public invited to comment 


The city of Edmonton will be investigating 
more places for secondary suites throughout the 
early summer. The plan is expected to be a feasible 
way of increasing the supply of affordable housing 
within the city. 

Mayor Mandel said the secondary suites could 
provide more affordable units for tenants in a 
shorter timeframe, as well as give potential first 
time homebuyers and current homeowners an 
opportunity to subsidize their mortgage. 

A secondary suite is described as any self- 
contained dwelling unit that includes a kitchen, 
bathroom and sleeping accommodation contained 
within a principal dwelling, usually a single 


detached home. Suites built above a detached 
garage and granny suites (smaller separate 
dwellings on the same lot as the principal 
dwelling) are sometimes considered secondary 
dwellings. The new initiative would review the 
current zoning bylaw that regulates secondary 
suites and amend it in order to allow increased 
opportunities. 

Currently, opportunities for secondary suites 
are limited. They are allowed only in certain 
zones, within single detached dwellings, and 
usually on a discretionary basis. 

Through the city’s Cornerstones Plan, 
Edmonton has already created 529 new afford- 


able units in 2006. City council has committed to 
creating 2,500 affordable housing units in the 
next five years. 

“We need to review the issues that could 
present challenges and opportunities for sec- 
ondary suites,” said Larry Benowski, general 
manager of planning and development for 
Edmonton. “It’s a good idea, but it has to be done 
in a way that benefits potential tenants and 
existing and developing communities.” 

City council will be holding a non-statutory 
public hearing on Wednesday, June 13 at 1:30 p.m. 
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City hall sleepover opens more 
mats at Hope Mission 


But homeless believe one more month of shelter use 
does not satisfy need for beds and housing. 


By Linda Dumont 


After a sleepover of about 70 homeless 
people at city hall to focus attention on the 
need for shelter, Mayor Mandel called an 
emergency meeting to reopen the 225 bed 
warming centre at Hope Mission until the end 
of May. 

Street pastor Pedro Schultz, who organized 
the May 1 gathering of homeless people, said 
he was pleased about the city’s response but it 
is only a stop-gap measure. Schultz also said 
he was amused by the Edmonton Sun cover- 
age of the event which focused more on the 
problem of people ‘dumping’ on the lawns of 
city hall than on the reason why people are 
‘dumping’ there. 

“They care more about shit than people,” 
he said. “They don’t give a shit about homeless 
people.” 

Schultz had requested opening the bath- 
room at Churchill Square overnight, but his 
request was refused. When the tents and bed- 
ding were picked up May 3rd, he and other 
volunteers disposed of all the garbage but saw 
no human feces on the lawn. 

A number of the people who gathered at 
city hall were there because they were left 
without shelter due to the closure of the warm- 
ing centres April 31. Some were living full time 
at the centres, even though they work casual 
labour or have full-time jobs, because they are 
unable to find affordable housing with the cur- 
rent Alberta housing crisis. 

Alec Romalo, one of the working homeless, 
said, “This is a first time experience for me; 
I’ve never been homeless before. There’s a ton 
of people out here in the same situation. I’ve 
managed to make a pretty good name for 
myself with causal labour. I’ve used the mat 
program at the Salvation Army for three 
months, and the Herb Jamieson and Hope 
Mission a few times.” 

On May 1, when the Salvation Army mat 
program closed, Romalo went to Value Village 
to buy sleeping bags. He said he has given up 
on finding housing and decided to save money 
for a car instead. 

One almost insurmountable barrier is high 
rent coupled with an equally high damage 
deposit. Robert Zula, also working and home- 
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less, said, “A guy at Westmount has a place for 
rent for $760 a month plus $760 damage.” Zula 
worked casual labour, then got a job at a con- 
crete outfit, but got sick and moved into the 
Herb Jamieson medical unit for two and a half 
months. He then used the mat programs. Zula 
may be able to manage the monthly rent if he 
were able to save enough to cover the damage 
deposit. 

For some people, being homeless has 
resulted in breaking up family relationships. 
Violet Stanley joined the group at city hall after 
seeing a poster at The Mustard Seed. Although 
she has been homeless for several months, she 
has never used the mat programs, but rather 
stayed at the home of a friend while her 
teenaged son lived with other friends. She said 
she is looking for an affordable one-bedroom 
apartment where she and her son can be a 
family again. 

Connie came with her backpack and a cou- 
ple of warm blankets. She has been homeless 
since 2005 when her husband died from can- 
cer. A recovering addict, she has nerve damage 
and became addicted to painkillers. 

“I don’t have enough in these old bones to 
spend another winter in warming centres and 
walking the streets,” she said. “I just love 
walking around on cement, with my stuff in 
my mother’s garage. I’ve lost everything that 
makes life meaningful, my relationship with 
my children - I’ve had so many snide remarks. 
I’ve been thrown off the bus because I couldn’t 
pay.” 

Schultz said the city needs to recognize 
that we have a real problem. It is illegal to 
sleep when you are homeless. The police dis- 
banded the group of tents and shelters that 
popped up behind the Bissell Centre on 96th 
Street. 

Some of the people said they were told to 
move their tents to Mary Burlie Park, a wet 
park in the inner city where people can drink 
openly. There were about 100 homeless people 
camping out in the park, some under the gaze- 
bo, others in tents, makeshift shelters made 
from sheets of plastic, or simply lying on the 
grass under blankets and sleeping bags on May 
12. The next day, the police came and asked 
everyone to leave. 





Photo: Lindsay Clermont 


Volunteers from HIV Edmonton brought bedding, food and other supplies to city hall on the second night, May 2. 








Connie has been homeless since 2005. 





ing, Mayor Mandel said in response to a ques- 
tion asked by the writer about public wash- 
rooms, “Definitely - we need public wash- 
rooms.” His term is nearly up, and he appears 
to have forgotten his pre-election promise. 


Photo: Lindsay Clermont 





Street pastor Pedro Schultz speaks to a member of 
the Ellerslie Road Baptist Church at the two-night — 
city hall sleepover. 





Strathcona warming centre says goodbye 


By Lindsay Clermont 


Despite the pouring rain, the spirit inside 
Trinity Lutheran Church was light as home- 
made meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetables 
and hot coffee filled the plates and cups of hun- 
gry shelter users and volunteers. 

The warming centre, supported by the 
Strathcona Baptist Church, held a dinner on 
April 29, the eve of the closure of all winter 
warming shelters in Edmonton. It was a cele- 
bration of hard work and lasting friendships, 
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butthere were also tear-filled goodbyes for some 
of the volunteers and shelter users. 

“All good things must come to an end,” 
said Thomas, a user of the warming shelter. 

During the hour-long dinner, musician John 
Christian sang and played some folk and 
acoustic tunes for the group, and also con- 
tributed some background riffs during an open- 
mic session where volunteers and shelter users 
were able to pay their respects to everyone who 
has supported them this past winter. 

The Strathcona warming shelter opened its 
doors for the winter 
season on Jan. 7, and 
held a warm envi- 
ronment for both the 
homeless and the shel- 
ter volunteers. 

“It’s good that 
they were at least able 
to do something,” said 
Kimberly Hausauer, a 
volunteer at the 
Strathcona warming 
shelter. 

Hausauer, who 
attends Strathcona 
Baptist Church, said 
that this is also a hard 
time for those who 
helped out at the shel- 
ter this winter. Many 
have formed a bond 
with each other that is 
far deeper than merely 
seeing others on the 
streets, she added. 

“T know in my 
heart we’ ve become 
like a family,” said 
Brenda, another shel- 
ter volunteer. 

Associate Pastor 
for Strathcona Baptist 
Church Pam 





Diane Wood says a prayer at a dinner for the closing of 
the Strathcona warming shelter April 29. 


Reichenbach said that in the beginning the 
expectations were high for what the shelter 
would have in terms of facilities. 

“We wanted to have laundry, and we want- 
ed to have showers, and that didn’t happen.” 

On April 30, the closure of Edmonton’s 
seasonal shelters meant that the city would suf- 
fer a loss of 400 shelter spaces leavingmore of 
the city's estimated 2,600 homeless with no other 
option but the cold and rain soaked streets. Hope 
Mission was re-opened until the end of 
May, allowing 200 temporary beds for adults, 

50 for single women and 40 for youth. 


John Christian serenades the crowd at Trinity Lutheran Church on April 29. 


Edmonton's housing issues, in 1893 


IMMIGRATION ACCOMMODATION 
Original author: Frank Oliver - Proprietor 


When the rush of immigration to Edmonton 
commenced last spring, it found the immigra- 
tion department thoroughly unprepared to offer 
any temporary accommodation to immigrants, 
such as is usually and necessary, under the cir- 
cumstances. 

After the necessity of the season was chiefly 
over and after a great deal of uncertainty and 
fussing, a little 7x9 shed was built near the sta- 
tion and one or two large tents were supplied. 
The town of Edmonton also provided an immi- 
gration building and tent at considerable 
expense. 

These accommodations were sufficient for 
the requirements of the latter part of the season 
when the weather was fine and the rush was 
not great. It was well known even last season 
that the rush this spring would greatly exceed 
that of last year; there was not reason to sup- 
pose that it would not start as soon, and there 
was no assurance that spring would open any 
earlier than usual. 

Nothwithstanding [sic] all this no move was 
made in proper time to provide this accommo- 
dation that every one knew would be urgently 
needed. Indeed less than nothing was done, for 
while the shed has not been interfered with, the 
tents that were much more useful than the shed 
have been taken away. 


It's not getting 
any better 


Facts as stated by Boyle Street Community 
Services in their May 10, 2007 report and 
Edmonton Social Planning Council’s 
Tracking the Trends 2007 report. 


The town of Edmonton has gone out of the 
immigration business. The spring is more back- 
ward than last year and we have nearly a train 
a day of immigrants and effects coming in, 
without a finger being lifted by the immigration 
department to provide them with temporary 
accommodation. 

The residents of south Edmonton have, at 
their own expense, put up a little building 
which gives more accommodation than the gov- 
ernment building, but this is not enough. The 
result of this lack of accommodation is not ben- 
eficial to the immigrants or to the interest of 
immigration, and should be remedied prompt- 
ly. Expensive buildings are not needed or want- 
ed. 

A supply of common “A” tents with a sheet 
iron stove for each on hand during the coming 
week, would be better than a $40,000 building 
erected next fall. If cotton tents cannot be pro- 
cured, lumber shanties could be put up in large 
numbers at a minimal cost, and would answer 
immediate requirements better than nothing. 

This energetic immigration department and 
phenomenally pushing new minister of the 
interior of ours should get a move on them for 
once and meet the emergency that has arisen in 
a prompt practical fashion. 


- Use of Hope Missions mats has increased to 
94 per cent by the end of April; Hope Mission 
Intox hit 102.2 per cent. 


- The George Spady Centre and the Hope 
Mission Intox both had consistently high 
usage rates between November and April, 
often exceeding 100 per cent occupancy. 


- From November to April, the overnight 
drop-in at Crossroads Church saw a 2.1 per 
cent increase in use. 


- Salvation Army use jumped 70.9 per cent in 
the same period of time. Herb cee 
usage went up $ 9.2 pet cent. 


nie Tracking the Trends 2007 reports that van- 
; cancy 1 rates in ie down 3.4 per cent. 


From Edmonton Bulletin, April 10, 1893 
Courtesy of the City of Edmonton Archives. 
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Don’t have your Letter to Ray Danyluk 


baby in Alberta 


By Cindy Smith, Freelance writer 


It appears that the social welfare system in 
Alberta is set up to make money for the system 
and to take away the children of very young 
mothers - especially those who do not know how 
to protect themselves against the system. 

In the last four years, while working in the 
volunteer sector, I met several mothers who were 
despondent over what the Alberta system did to 
their lives and their child or children. 

CaseA- Anna (not her real name) had a 
child. She has multiple sclerosis and was in a 
wheelchair some of the time. Two male social 
workers thought they could take her son from her 
because there may be times where her illness is 
so bad she may not be able to care for him. He 
was five years old at the time. We all have medical 
problems some of the time, but this seems very 
extreme and abusive. 

Case B - Betty (not her real name) has mild 
schizophrenia, which did occasionally cause her 
some problems. However, it has never affected 
her ability to care for her house or take care of her 
child. Nevertheless, Child Intervention Services 
managed to take her first child and all subsequent 
children on the basis of her mental illness. 

Of course this is a violation of Section 7 of the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, but these people 
were forced onto the streets and into homeless- 
ness due to despair over these unjust issues. Most 
of them do not know the legal system or have 
other problems that make them susceptible to 
being used or abused by the system. 

Case C - Cheryl (not her real name) had a 
dysfunctional childhood and family, and was 
abused all her life. The welfare system has now 
taken five children in a row, and the last four were 
for no reason. Cheryl was only 27-years-old. 

Now, ask yourself: Is Alberta a good place to 
have a child? 


& 


Photo: Linda Dumen 


Cops “cleaning up” Whyte cus artsoray 


Cliff Mitchel and Sandy Cardinal had soup for supper at House 
of Refuge Saturday, May 12. Earlier that evening, Cardinal said 
they sat down to eat a pizza on a bus stop bench by the Army and 
Navy Store on Whyte Avneue. The police came by and they were 
handcuffed and transported downtown, leaving the uneaten 


pizza on the bench. 


"They [police officers] said they were cleaning up Whyte 
Avenue," said Cardinal. They picked up another passenger and 


dropped us off at Hope Mission.” 


The “cleanup” resembles that of January’s sweatbox indi- 
cent, which is still under investigation by the RCMP. 


The author of this letter to Ray Danyluk, minister of 
municipal affairs and housing, likes to share his views 
with the honourable ladies and gentlemen of the 
Alberta cabinet. This is one of his correspondences. 
Watch for further samples in future issues of ESN. 


Dear Ray, 


For being one of the new kids on the block, 
you've managed to get connected to some of the 
busy issues this spring. And I have to admire 
your natural talent at evasion, managing to mostly 
stay out of the way until all the ranters and 
ravers run out of gas rather than giving them any 
ammo to use against you. 

All this fuss about housing is one of the big 
things you've got yourself involved with, along 
with tangling with Calgary mayor Dave 
Bronconnier and finding out all the city folks 
aren't complete flakes. 

Ray, you're playing the housing stuff like an 
expert angler with a lively trout on the line. First 
being able to take credit for sending out a task 
force to study the issue—a fine way to create 
some breathing space, making sure the timeline 
it was under would not allow it to do any sort of 
thorough job and would have to hurriedly cobble 
together a collection of marginally connected 
ideas. And then getting those opposition politi- 
cians to serve; beautiful. They are such damned 
naive sincere guys, they actually thought they 
had to do a good job and make a real commitment 
to the work. You’ve managed to pretty much 
take them entirely out of circulation for a few 
weeks in relation to anything else, knocking a 
good hole in both their little caucuses. 

But your sly maneuvers were just getting up 
and chugging at that point. After all the hurry 
you forced on them, once the deadline to submit 
their report came along and everyone concerned 
about the issue was out there salivating to have 
a look at it, you tossed in the wrinkle that the 
report couldn't be released until you and your 
caucus pals had enough time to study it. Like an 
old cartoon when the road 
runner suddenly whips into 
a little crack in the wall and 
leaves the old coyote to run 
full speed into a brick wall. I 
could nearly hear the howls 
of frustration at being out- 
witted. 

Then you waited a few 
weeks and pulled another 
lovely little trick by not giving 
the task force a chance to 
report on their findings and 
conclusions, instead putting 
out your own government's 
response to the whole report 
at the same time as you 
released the report itself. Let’s 
see now.... Ima reporter and 
I can choose to talk to the task 
force folks about what they 
hear and are recommending, 
or I can talk to the minister 
who holds all the cards and 
is waiting to explain what he 
is actually going to do with 
the report. Hmmm, that’s a 
real tough decision isn’t it? 
Within about two minutes 
you managed to make nearly 
everything in the report dis- 
appear into old report pur- 
gatory on the shelf in the 


Above): 


Anyone who was involved or has additional information on 
the sweatbox incident is encouraged to contact Erica Nordheim 


from the office of Engel Brubaker law firm. 
(780) 448-3639 
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Legislature library. 

Your responses to the report are pretty 
clever too. You keep your capitalist landlord 
pals happy by coming up with some money so 
they can raise rents, and your fund will pay 
them not to evict people or will come up with 
more money for rent supplements for them. But 
you refuse to put any controls on how much 
they can raise the rent, because that would be 
interfering with the corporate greed - I mean 
free enterprise - system. It’s not as easy as it once 
was to send public money on to subsidize the 
private sector, so good for you to find a few lit- 
tle ways. 

Toss in some money to build affordable 
housing but don’t tell us who can have it or what 
the criteria will be to be to get it. Well, Ray, I 
hope you'll just stay the course on that issue and 
operate the same as it has been happening with 
the federal-provincial program. Hold on to the 
money, don’t provide any clear transparent 
process or criteria, but announce a few projects 
whenever you need to make yourself look good. 
And whatever you do, make sure the private 
enterprise folks have full access to the money — 
ignore the socialists hiding in the guise of “not 
for profits” who think they should get it. 

You managed to remind the municipal 
politicians, who might have been trying to probe 
for any soft spots with you new guys - who’s 
boss too - by making a lot of the money you 
provided for housing part of the money they 
were thinking they'd be getting to use for their 
own purposes. It’s nice when you can count the 
same dollars twice. And how can they grumble 
after they’ve made such a fuss about the need for 
money for affordable housing? Sweet Ray, sweet. 

Finally, bury every recommendation that 


would move this housing stuff from being last 
minute damage control to being part of a well- 


designed plan by sending all the bigger picture 
stuff into the maze of some sort of interdepart- 
mental government consultation where a lot of 
bureaucrats are specialists at looking busy and 
accomplishing nothing, or walk away by saying 
government can never commit to anything 
longer than three years. I’m sure no one will 
remember this same government had no trouble 
churning out 20 and 50 year plans, even taking 
all sorts of people to consultations on creating 
them, at public expense, not that long ago, and 
even bragging about it. But a plan to deal with 
housing in a comprehensive way? No way, that 
just can’t be done. 

Of course, once the landlords started doing 
exactly what you gave them to do - carte blanche 
- the media dutifully started reporting assorted 
horror stories. But they'll get tired of that stuff 
soon enough. Stay out of sight and don’t give 
them anything new to feed the fire and it will die 
down. 

Raymond, whatever you've been smoking 
out on the farm there, it’s good stuff. Now, hop 
on your bike and head down south on Highway 
21 and do some campaigning to make sure you 
guys can hold on to Shirley McLennan’s old 
seat in the June byelection. Hang out in those 
small town coffee shops and shoot the shit with 
the boys, joke about the Liberal and Socialist 
pansies across from you in the Legislature, and 
let “em know what a brave new world is dawning 
as the evil old CWB is dismantled by your buds 
in Ottawa —that will get minds off this housing 
stuff. 


Sincerely, 


Ted White 


When you've gotta go... 


By Allan Sheppard 


A small group of homeless Edmontonians 
camped out near city hall during the first week 
of May. They were there to protest the closing 
of winter homeless shelters at the end of April. 
They left after street pastor Pedro Schultz and 
Mayor Mandel’s representative Brad Stromberg 
brokered a deal to reopen 200 beds at Hope 
Mission until the end of May. 

When the protesters departed, presumably 
to take advantage of accommodations at Hope 
Mission, they left some calling cards: several 
deposits of human feces. 

Feces, both human and animal, have been 
used through the centuries to send simple 
direct messages to people in power, by angry 
people who feel powerless and inarticulate. 

But it is not clear that the homeless protest- 
ers were trying to make statements with their 
waste. They may simply have been obeying the 
calls of nature in difficult circumstances. 

You see, there are no public washrooms 
near city hall, not after hours. Nearby eating 
and drinking establishments that might be open 
into the early morning hours would hardly wel- 
come the raggle-taggle homeless for a casual 


whiz or dump. The city might have opened the 
change room used by skaters on the city hall ice 
rink in winter. But, in its wisdom, it did not. 

The protesters might have ordered in a 
portable toilet for their event, but in their 
poverty they could not. So they did what they 
had to in the best way they could. Some used 
garbage containers or plastic bags. Others were 
less resourceful. 

The affair was treated with little public fuss 
and hardly any outrage. Even the Edmonton 
Sun, a newspaper for which outrage is meat 
and drink, was surprisingly restrained. 
Everyone from the mayor to city managers, 
bylaw officers, Pastor Schultz and the protest- 
ers, was remarkably mature about the whole 
thing. 

Problem solved? Not likely. 

Come the end of May, when the Hope 
Mission closes its doors again, the homeless 
might take advantage of warmer weather to 
sleep rough in the river valley and other out of 
the way corners. Or they might camp out again 
at city hall. 

In either case the problem of human waste, 
whether in the form of casual deposits of 
human excrement or the inconvenient presence 





Allan Sheppard is a freelance 
writer and editor, and a vol- 
unteer writer for Edmonton 
Street News. As a pensioner, 
he finds himself from time to 
time on the edge of poverty 
and homelessness. A self- 
appointed community elder, 
he thinks and worries about 
the needs of children, youth, 
parents and others who face 
lives of poverty and inade- 
quate education in the midst 
of unprecedented wealth. 


















of social or economic outcasts on our streets 
and in our neighbourhoods, will not go away. 

At the very least, the city must do some- 
thing about the critical lack of toilets and drink- 
ing water in areas where Edmonton’s homeless 
people live and gather. They are not going to go 
away. The simple truth is that they have 
nowhere to go. And when that is the case, they 
will go where they have to. 

There is no quick fix for this problem. If the 
city, the province, and the federal government 
get serious about the challenges, they might 
come up with a short-term strategy before win- 
ter. In the meantime, strategically placed 
portable toilets and convenient, safe sources of 
drinking water would be a good place to start. 


Public up in arms over lack of affordable housing 


By Lindsay Clermont 


Cries of objection filled the air around the 
Alberta legislature on a damp and windy morn- 
ing as approximately 100 people protested the 
province's affordable housing crisis. 

Representatives from the Candora Society, 
the Edmonton Food Bank, and the Alberta New 
Democratic Party were among some of the 
speakers at the rally on May 3. Protesters held 
signs with messages to the provincial govern- 
ment like “Mayor Mandel: Who’s moving into 
your basement?” and “I’m homeless”. 

“This is a reality for the people of 
Edmonton. I’m talking all levels, not just the 
people that are living on the street. I’m talking 
about the working, students, everyone is affect- 
ed by this housing crisis,” said Rhonda Spence, 
a single mother of eight. 

“T wonder if any of our politicians have 
been homeless and know what it feels like? You 
cannot relate until you’ve been there,” she 
added as the crowd cheered. 

71-year-old Mary Ladouceur, a retiree ona 
fixed income, became tearful as she told the 
crowd her experiences with her currently sky- 
rocketing rent prices. 

“Ym ashamed of [Alberta] and disappoint- 
ed for their lack of vision,” she said. Ladouceur 
then threw a question to the provincial govern- 
ment: “How is the rent in lala land?” 

Brian Mason, leader of the Alberta New 
Democratic Party, was also on hand at the rally 
and spoke of the province’s price of prosperity. 
Mason stated that although Alberta is the rich- 
est province in the country, homelessness is 
constantly on the rise and compassion from the 
government is lacking. 

“This situation is not inevitable. It is a poli- 
cy choice, it’s a choice of government,” he said. 

The Edmonton Food Bank is also seeing the 
adverse effects of the city’s affordable housing 
crunch. Fay Lucy of the Edmonton Food Bank 
said to the crowd that the organization is cur- 
rently providing emergency hampers for more 
than 12,000 people per month. 

Merely days after the legislature rally, 





Photo; Lindsay Clermont 





Two homeless men pose at the legislature's front door at a rally on affordable housing on May 3. The posters and flags 


were left on the doorstep by protestors for the politicians inside. 


Premier Ed Stelmach briefly gave tenants hope 
by opening the doors to regulating Alberta’s 
rent control, only to have the policy slammed 


We welcome you 


Daily: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 


Location: 

10874 - 97 Street 
(Ex Pacific Cafe) 
(780) 642-2385 


soon after by Conservative party members. The 
policy would have placed a two-year cap on 
landlords increasing rent prices. 








Edmonton Street News - Page 7 


Underwear Goes Inside the Pants, 
by Lazy-B 


The schools now, it’s all about self esteem in 
schools. Build the kids self esteem, make them 
feel good about themselves. If everybody grows 
up with high self-esteem, who’s gonna dance in 
our strip clubs? What's gonna happen to our porn 


industry? These women don't just grow on trees. 


It takes lots of drunk daddies missing a lot 
of dance recitals before you decide to go blow a 
goat on the internet for 50 bucks. And if that 


disappears where does that leave me on a Friday 


with my new high speed connection? 

Americans, lets face it. We’ve been a spoiled 
country for a long time. Do you know what the 
number one health risk in America is? Obesity. 

They say we are in the middle of an obesity 
epidemic, an epidemic like it’s polio. We'll be 
telling our grandkids about it one day: The Great 
Obesity Epidemic of 2004. “How did you get 
through it grandpa?” “Oh it was horrible Johnny, 
but there was cheesecake and pork chops 
everywhere. 
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Become a vendor 


Earn money! Become an Edmonton Street News vendor. 
To sign up, contact Linda (428-0805) and arrange to have a 
photo taken and a badge made. 
To pick up papers call Linda (428-0805), 
Call Linda (428-0805) or Pedro (289-2354) or 
Stop by the office at 9533 106A Ave., back entrance. 








Nobody knows why we are getting fatter; 
look at our lifestyles. I'll sit at a drive through 
behind 15 other cars instead of getting up and 
making the eight foot walk over to the totally 
empty counter. 

Everything is mega meal, supersize, you 
want biggy fries with that, you want a jumbo fry, 
you want to go large, you want a biggie fry, you 
want thirty burgers for a nickel you fat mother 
f***er? There’s room in the bag, take it! You want 
a 55 gallon coke with that? Its only three more 
cents. 

Sometimes you've got to suffer a little in your 
youth to motivate you to succeed later in life. Do 
you think if Bill Gates got laid in high school 
there’d be a Microsoft? Of course not; you've got 
to spend a lot of time stuffing your own locker 
with your underwear wedged up your butt before 
you think I’m going to take over the world with 
computers. You'll see, I'll show them. 

We're in one of the richest countries in the 
world, and the minimum wage is as low now than 
it was 35 years ago. There are homeless people 
everywhere. This homeless guy asked me for 





some money the other day, and I was going to 
give it to him. But then I thought, “You're just 
going use it on drugs or alcohol.” And then I 
thought, “That's what I’m gonna use it on. Why 
am I judging?” 

This poor bastard. People love to judge 
homeless guys. You're giving him money, he’s 
just gonna waste it, he’s just gonna waste the 
money. Well he lives in a box. What do you 
want him to do with it, save up and buy a wall 
unit and take a little run to the store for a throw 
rug and a CD rack? He’s homeless. 

I walked behind this guy the other day; a 
homeless guy asked him for money. He looked 
right at the homeless guy and goes, “Why don’t 
you go and get a job you bum?” People always 
say that to homeless guys - get a job - like it’s 
that easy. This guy was wearing his underwear 
outside his pants. I’m guessing his resume ain’t 
all up to date. I’m predicting some problems 
during the interview process. I’m pretty sure 
even McDonalds has an “underwear inside the 
pants” policy. Not that they enforce it very 
strictly, but technically I’m sure its on the books. 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


RENTAL HOUSING 


We are all concerned that rents in the Edmonton area 
and the cost of housing have skyrocketed in recent years. 
While low interest rates and easier mortgages have made 
owning a house somewhat more affordable for some, we 
are still faced with a shortage of economical rental hous- 
ing for both singles and families, 


When | was beginning my career, my first lodging was in 
a rooming-house where | shared a single room and bath- 
room down the hall. it was a clean and safe home with a 
caring landlady who cooked great meals. It certainly took 
care of my needs, and gave me the start | needed to de- 
velop into a contributing member of society. This type of 
lodging, and indeed ail forms of singles housing, is now 
exceedingly rare in Edmonton and across Canada. 


People who are entering the workforce for the first time 
can't afford to make the down payment required to pur- 
chase a house. They need affordable rental housing 
which | believe private industry is best suited to provide. 
The government can play a role by encouraging the rental 
construction and management industry. 


Safe and affordable rental housing is a basic need for all 
Canadians. While | am pleased with last year’s budget 
allocation of $800 million for affordable housing, this is 
but a starting point to address the barriers that have 
blocked rental development in the recent past. 


I've talked about this issue at length over the years, and 
even written a book about it in 2000, Housing Afforda- 
bility: An Edmonton Concem and a National Challenge, 
but sadly very little was done to help under the past Lib- 
eral government. It is time to do better to give all Canadi- 
ans a fair chance to rent their own home at affordable 
tates. 


What do you think? 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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